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Compact Mobile Food Operation (CMFO) Requirements and Guidelines  
 
To operate a Compact Mobile Food Operation (CMFO) on the UC Davis campus, vendors must obtain the 
necessary permits and comply with all applicable legal and policy requirements, including UC policies and 
procedures. These include requirements and guidelines for utilizing approved campus space and respecting the 
rights and responsibilities of the campus community. CMFO’s failure to comply with applicable legal and policy 
requirements may result in enforcement up to and including complete loss of privileges to operate on the UC 
Davis campus.  
 
Health and Safety Permitting 

• CMFOs are legally required to obtain a permit to operate on the UC Davis campus. For health permit 
approval to operate on the UC Davis campus, follow the process described here and/or contact UC Davis 
Environmental Health and Safety at REHS@ucdavis.edu or 530-752-1493.  

Campus Access 
• Per UC Davis policy PPM 270-23, Dining Servies has operational oversight of all food service on the UC 

Davis campus. CMFO providing services on the UC Davis campus must engage with Dining Services and 
will be required to provide contact information, business plans, and service schedule. 

• CMFO must only operate in approved locations (see campus map identifying these locations). 
o ARC Patio 
o Storer Mall at Storer Hall 
o Mondavi Center Courtyard 
o Howard Way at North Quad 
o Sprocket and California 

• UC Davis has the right to limit the amount of CMFO permits issued annually. 
• UC Davis has the right to limit the number of CMFO carts operating at the same time at any approved 

location to mitigate safety related congestion issues. 
• CMFO must avoid serving in restricted areas: including Student Housing and Dining Services controlled 

areas, the Memorial Union patio and Quad, and the Silo patio. During Campus Community Events, an 
event invitation, and coordination with the campus event planner, will be required to participate. 

• CMFO must only operate on hardscape and not lawn areas. 
• CMFO must have a valid parking permit for any vehicles parked on site while on campus.  

State and Federal Working Requirements 
• CMFOs must be in compliance with all applicable federal, state and local working conditions 

requirements. 
Safety Requirements 

• CMFO are required to have a valid fire extinguisher and first aid kit on hand. 
• CMFO must adhere to all vehicle safety laws while on university property.  
• CMFO must not block any building egress pathways. 
• CMFO must not block any identified fire lanes, sidewalks, or bike traffic lanes. 
• CMFO must not cause hazards to the university property such as leaking oil, exhaust fumes near the 

building’s air intake or windows, or have excessively loud generator or amplified sound. 
Conduct on Campus 

• CMFOs are to review and follow University conduct policies including: 
o University of California Sexual Violence and Sexual Harassment policy: 

(https://policy.ucop.edu/doc/4000385/SVSH) 

https://safetyservices.ucdavis.edu/units/ehs/food-safety/food-carts
https://safetyservices.ucdavis.edu/units/ehs/food-safety/food-carts
mailto:REHS@ucdavis.edu
https://ucdavispolicy.ellucid.com/pman/documents/view/1513/active/
https://housing.ucdavis.edu/dining/compact-mobile-food-operation/
https://transportation.ucdavis.edu/parking
https://policy.ucop.edu/doc/4000385/SVSH
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o University of California Anti-Discrimination policy (https://policy.ucop.edu/doc/1001004/Anti-
Discrimination) 
 

Beverage Pouring Rights and Sustainability Policy 
• CMFOs are encouraged to support the beverage pouring rights agreement with Pepsi and sell Pepsi 

products whenever possible. 
• CMFOs are encouraged to comply with Campus Zero Waste goals and UC Davis’s Sustainable Packaging 

policies.  
 
For questions about the above requirements and guidelines, contact Rich Sheasley rsheasley@ucdavis.edu  
 
 

 

https://policy.ucop.edu/doc/1001004/Anti-Discrimination
https://policy.ucop.edu/doc/1001004/Anti-Discrimination
https://sustainability.ucdavis.edu/goals/zero-waste
mailto:rsheasley@ucdavis.edu

